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COMPETITION RESOURCES FOR EDUCATORS 
 

 

SEPTEMBER 

 

Gender Equality Op-Ed Competition 2022 

OPINION: What does gender equality mean to you? 

 

Did you know that globally nearly 1 in 4 girls ages 15–19 are not in school? These numbers (reported 

by UNICEF) tell a story of inequality. While a quarter of teen girls are without economic, academic, 

and professional pathways, only one tenth of boys face the same barriers to opportunity. Gender-

based disadvantage greatly impacts transgender and nonbinary young people around the globe as 

well—in some places, female, trans, and nonbinary youth are currently losing rights. But here’s the 

thing, dear writers: Gender equality is not just a feminist or LGBTQ+ issue. Gender equality lifts up 

everyone. Study after study shows that the most gender-equal societies have the best quality of life, 

and the happiest, healthiest populations, full stop. This month, in collaboration with Malala Fund, 

and in recognition of the UN’s Day of the Girl on October 11th, we’re passing you the mic. What 

gender issue or injustice has impacted you, your family, your community, school, or country? In an 

opinion piece, tell us what change you’re advocating for in order to bring about gender equality in 

your part of the world. Change begins with the voices of many, dear writers. The world needs to hear 

yours. 

 

Writing Form: Opinion 

Subject Areas: Civics, Economics, Journalism, Literature/English, Science, Social Studies 

Length: 600-1000 words  

Opens: Monday, September 5 

Drafts due for Expert Review: Monday, September 12 

Submissions Due: Tuesday, September 20 

 

 

TEACHING IDEAS and ACTIVITIES 

 

Gathering Material  

 

Teacher’s Note: There are many ways to enter into a writing assignment—reading and reflecting are two of 

our favorites that you’ll see emphasized throughout these competition resources. In this first exercise, we 

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/mar/08/gender-equal-international-womens-day-men
https://malala.org/
https://www.un.org/en/observances/girl-child-day
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begin with a picture book, as recommended by Read Write Think and WeAreTeachers for middle school and 

high school/secondary classes, respectively.  

 

The picture book Dear Girl,: a Celebration of Wonderful, Smart, Beautiful You! by Amy Krouse Rosenthal and 

Paris Rosenthal and illustrated by Holly Hatam provides advice and encouragement to girls on a variety of 

topics. Listen to a reading & view the book here.  

 

Using the chart below, we invite you to draw connections between the pages of Dear Girl and real-life 

situations, current events, or personal experiences. Add your own discussion questions for each topic that 

you add to the chart. We’ve completed the first example for you.  

 

Teacher’s Note: This activity asks students to utilize their research skills. If there is a library and a teaching 

librarian available at your school, this might be an ideal time to schedule a class visit to learn more about 

using databases, reliable sources, and effective search techniques. (Alternatively, for younger students, you 

might find the outside sources and then ask the students to read and discuss the resources that you provide.)  

 

Teacher’s Note: To further differentiate this assignment, you might invite some students to read “Girl” by 

Jamaica Kincaid and use examples from Kincaid’s essay in the chart below.  

 

Selected page in Dear Girl… Connection to a real-life  
situation, current event, or  

personal experience: 

Discussion Questions 

Page 1:  “Dear Girl, keep that arm 
raised! You have smart things to 
say!”  

A 2012 opinion piece in the 

Harvard Crimson addressed the 

issue of women’s participation 

and level of confidence in the 

classroom, as observed by the 

writer, a student at the time. A 

decade later, new research from 

Dartmouth and Harvard 

substantiates the anecdotal 

evidence of that opinion piece.  

 

What factors might keep a 

student (any student!) from 

raising their hand in class? What 

can you, your classmates, and 

teachers do to mitigate this 

situation?  

 

How does raising one’s hand 

connect to other areas of life? 

Why does this issue matter? 

   

   

 

 

 

 

https://www.readwritethink.org/professional-development/professional-library/power-picture-books-using
https://www.weareteachers.com/picture-books-for-high-school/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aA8kfl26P-E
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aA8kfl26P-E
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1978/06/26/girl
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/1978/06/26/girl
https://www.thecrimson.com/article/2012/1/31/girls-gender-classroom-women-harvard/
https://home.dartmouth.edu/news/2021/01/college-classrooms-are-still-chilly-women-men-speak-more
https://news.harvard.edu/gazette/story/2022/01/women-physicians-less-vocal-than-men-in-large-classroom-setting/
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Choose your Topic & Find an Outside Source 

 

Step One: When considering a topic for your opinion piece, review the Competition Brief for some guidance 

in brainstorming. Select one example of gender inequality as your focus (it may be on the chart above, but it 

doesn’t have to be!) Choose an issue you are passionate about illuminating and investigating in your opinion 

piece.  

 

Step Two: Locate an article, testimonial, or scientific study that further supports your ideas or illuminates 

more information on that topic. Evidence from an outside source further supports your observations and 

arguments in an opinion piece and makes your writing more impactful. Look for articles from reputable 

newspapers and media outlets. However, depending on your topic, you may also use material from other 

sources or social media creators. Always evaluate the trustworthiness of the source, either by verifying 

information through another source or by looking into the speaker’s credentials and reliability.     

 

Name the Emotion, State the Reason 

 

Your opinion piece will be most effective if the writing is clear, if the argument and supporting details are 

clearly stated, and if you’re able to convince readers to care about the topic. This final point means there 

needs to be compelling evidence, but also a compelling voice in your work. To begin to achieve these goals, 

use a basic chart to ensure your ideas—and emotions—are clearly organized from the beginning. This will 

create a balance of fact and feeling in your work. To explore a range of emotions we may not think about 

everyday, check out The Feelings Wheel for inspiration. 

 

Emotion  
(Anger, confusion, hope, etc….)  

Reason  
(the fact or situation that makes you feel each 

emotion) 

  
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

   
 
 
 

 

 

https://writetheworld.com/competitions/upcoming
https://writetheworld.com/competitions/upcoming
https://feelingswheel.com/
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An Introduction to Opinion Writing 

 

An Opinion Editorial, or Op-Ed, is a piece of writing in which the author expresses their viewpoint, supported 

by evidence, on a topic that is of concern to them—and that they believe others should be concerned with as 

well! Now the terms “Opinion Writing,” or even “Perspective Writing,” are often used in place of “Op-ed,” 

but in some cases you’ll find that other forms of writing, such as letters or reviews are housed within the 

“Opinion Writing” category. For the purposes of this competition, we’re referring to opinion writing that is 

most similar to an Op-ed: an essay that expresses and supports a particular viewpoint in the writer’s unique 

voice.  

  

Recommended reading for familiarizing yourself with the genre:  

 

Write the World blog posts provide… 

- an overview of the genre 

- ideas from experts on how to write well within this genre and how to challenge readers 

- suggestions for further reading. 

 

Assembly—a Malala Fund Publication  

Look to Assembly for insights into serious crises facing girls around the world—and to see how girls are 

responding with leadership, initiative, and determination to these situations.  

 

Organizing Your Opinion Piece  

 

Here are a few suggestions for beginning to write your opinion piece: 

 

1. Check out Write the World’s Sample Op-ed Outline to see how you might organize your opinion 

piece and to better understand each component.  

 

2. Look over your responses to the first two activities and highlight or circle key ideas, phrases, or 

pieces of evidence that you included in those exercises. Begin to number these elements to 

determine the order in which you’d like to use them in your opinion piece.  

 

3. If you have a lot to say and are eager to begin, then dive right in! Write out everything and anything 

you want to express, and then go back through and remove the nonessential or tangential parts. 

Carve out the crucial story, and you’ll make a strong impression on your readers.  

 

Additional Resources  

 

Guidelines for Submitting and Publishing your Op-ed beyond Write the World  

 

https://wtw-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/The+Write+the+World+Blog+%E2%80%94+Author+Bob+Morris+on+Writing+a+Quality+Op-Ed.pdf
https://wtw-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/The+Write+the+World+Blog+%E2%80%94+Dr.+Anita+Heiss+on+How+to+Write+a+Powerful+Opinion....pdf
https://wtw-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/The+Write+the+World+Blog+%E2%80%94+Q%26A+with+Op-Ed+Guest+Judge+Syreeta+McFadden.pdf
https://wtw-documents.s3.amazonaws.com/The+Write+the+World+Blog+%E2%80%94+March+Spotlight%3A+Re%5Bad%5Dsisting+Like+an+Op-Ed....pdf
https://assembly.malala.org/stories?category=Student%20Opinions
https://wtw-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/resources/attachments/000/001/220/0bbc03294a792854ece6ad348c2dcf17cccf4f31/original/Sample_Op-Ed_Outline.pdf?1582748782
https://wtw-prod.s3.amazonaws.com/resources/attachments/000/001/221/7a1a55584a71f29ea0892bc0b4127099959e2a21/original/Guidelines_for_Publishing_Your_Op-_Ed.pdf?1582748804
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The resources for the Opinion Writing Competition in March include further resources for Opinion Writing 

that might be helpful if you’re looking for more details about this form of writing. 

 


